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Oral Health Kansas Mission 
To improve oral health in Kansas through advocacy, public awareness and education. 

Health Equity 

Policy 
Change 
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you accept 
patients with 
disabilities? 

is a question no one should 

have to ask. 
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Dental Care Access for People with Disabilities 

• Oral healthcare is the number one 
healthcare need for people with 
disabilities. (Project Accessible Oral 
Health: www.paoh.org) 

• At Oral Health Kansas, one of our most 
frequently asked questions is where to 
find care for a child and/or adult with 
disabilities. 

http://www.paoh.org/
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Barriers to Care 

A multifaceted and complex issue: 
• Stigma 
• Lack of awareness 
• Historically minimal provider education 
• Provider volume 
• Communication barriers 
• Insurance barriers 
• Reimbursement rates 
• Lack of resources 
• And more… 
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The facts abo,ut o,ral health,care 
for pe,01ple w·it h disa1bilit 1es 
BY THE UMBERS: 

1 billion 
people worldwide 
have a disabll il:y 

The number one health need 
for people w i tn disabi lities is 
adequate oral care 

6.5 mi ·on people 
wit h d isabilities are 
not able to access t he 
ora I ca re they need 

61 m Ilion 
adults in the US have 
an intellectual or 
physical dis.ability 

# 

1 in 54 
children are d iagnos.ed 
with aUtlsm every year 
and 1in 700 babiecs 
arebomw h 
Oown syndro me 

H 
NEED 

Chi ldr,en w ith d isabi.lities 
are 30% more rke y to 
nave their f i rst denta 
visit delayed 

COMP ED WIT THE GE AL POPUL 0 , PEOPL WITH OISABIL ES. 

M'ave l'li!i,lher 
rates and 1lm:re;ased 
·seve rity of 
1pe-riod'ontal 
d sease 

M:uchh !i!!her· More i"tore•s,um 
Irate!i ot· mil55i "9 and disease and s.ystem 
untreawd d'ecaylng 11:Hsease-.s. Inc udlng1 
c:a,vlties. te-eth lhea·rt disease and 

dlabete& 

EEDEO! 

MDre tralnlng 
for·dentists 
Dental studen s. 
report ~he need for 
more preparation in 
providing care to 
patients. w th 
disabilities. 

More awareness 
One in every 
10 people has. a 
dtsabilil:y. and more 
han two-thirds. 

of them do not 
receI..,e any type 
of oral care 

Close the ~raps 
In Medicare and 
Medicare coverage 
Medic.are CO\/ers many 
healthcare serVK:es, 
but not oral hea ticare 
for many people 
w t h disab ilrties 

Support for 
careg lver!i 
Srudie.s show 
caregivers play 
a vital role in. tile 
provision of oral 
health support 

Of all the medica lly underserved populationsl people Dr. Ste-ve Perlman 
Global Clin,cal Director and founder,w ith d isabilities have been the most margina lized Spec al Olymp1c.s, Profess.or B.o.ston Urnvers ty 
Dental School of edic.ine.when it comes to oral healthcare: 1 

._ 
M-0 A.m:-n an Dublii CDC~ ON~mu (DIii Cl..~ n . kna'NP hnurmPC. ng rll'i'• dMDJ 111UU I:»" ~f"'-dicad ..,... d..n-th 1ft ~ Df"D-.-q::rr...W d.aal:i:brnl=-a. .JDm.-2DCD' A.m J ~~ JIHl~lJ-..:lla.JUae Jana. I roftafxtD.~..t .. :xia 

httpr./lrralJll'll(~'x.~ia•~...-pid•h.--6ddl-l.-lH l•pdq-..cnaf• • taff-K'.Zl.~~~Qa-~~n6~q:a'~E..,ao 1="[11) 

,~po"II~ hl:r:a.Or:lai.mgflallJIC 'a.1~1-:S..1 

https://Profess.or
https://iagnos.ed
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Contact: 
Tanya Dort Brun.ner 

785-554-9569 
tdorf,@oralhealthkans.as.or.g 

FOR IM M ED IATE RELEASE 

Ora l He:alth Kainsa,s Aw arded Grant to Enhance Denta l Care for lndjviduals w ith Disabilities 

Oral Health Kansas is. proud to announc.e that it hais been awa rded the ARPA 9817 Proj ect grant 
from the Kansas Department of Health anc:11 Environment- Divisio n of Hea lth Care Finafl ce 

(KDHE,DHCF). This funding will be used to improve access to ora l hea lth ser.1ices for individual, 

with intel l<>ctual and developmen~ I disabilities (IDD) who receive Home .and' Comm unity-8.ased 
Services. (HCBS). The grant also aims t o reduce b.arriers-ca regjve:rs encounteTwhen supporting 

ora l hea lth care at home and to create a rultuire that values oral health as a p-:irt of overall 
health for Kansans of al l ages., cult ures. and resources. 

aw e are pleased to receive t his tran.sformative funding t hat allows u:s: t o jo in forces with our 

partiners to break down, barriers and expand dental e-are access for IPeop le with d'is:abil ities 

across KaincS asJ" said Tanya Dorf Brunne.r} executive director of Or.al Health Kansas. "Thi.s grant is 

a testament to our on.going work .and dedicat ion to bui lding a tn.Jly '1dusive oral health sys.tern 

w here everyone' s needs are m et w ith dignity and c:are.0 

Oral Health Kansas wi ll wort alongside several key partners to execute th is initiative, including 
lnterHa.b} t he Kan:Sa:s De-nt31 Association} Families Together Inc.. , the Community Care Net work 

of Kansas. Setf Advocate Coalition of Kansas, and many others. 

Key Activities of the Grant Project In dude : 

L Increasing Medicaid Dent3il Provide:r:s: 
A statew ide media campaign, t echnica I support, and education pro.grams 111:e Proje ct 

ECHO will help dental offi ces enroll as. M edicaid proYider s. and bui ld confide-nee in 

t reatin.g indlividual.s with di:Salb ilitie.s_ 

2. Expanding th" u ~e of MyOentol ea,,, Passport: 
Out reach to denta l offices} IDD service providers, cairegivers, and indlividural:S with, 

disabi lities wi ll promote t h.e Dental Pas.sport.} w hich improves oommunication, and care 

co.ordinat ion. 

     

    
 

  
  

  
 

  
 

New grant to improve dental care for people with disabilities 

 KDHE Division of Health Care Finance 
ARPA Project 

 Purpose is to improve access to and 
utilization of oral health services for 
people with IDD and autism covered by 
Medicaid HCBS waivers 

 October 1, 2024, to December 31, 2025 
 Builds on the Pathways to Oral Health 

work 



   

 
 

  

 
   

  

 
   

    

Pathways to Oral Health team: Partners are the Key 

 Partners will grow and include: 
 Kansas Dental Association 
 Community Care Network of Kansas 
 InterHab 
 Families Together 
 Self Advocates Coalition of Kansas 
 Individuals with disabilities and their families 
 Wichita State University 
 University of Kansas Project ECHO team 
 Project Accessible Oral Health 
 Sunflower Health Plan 
 United Heathcare Community Plan of Kansas 
 Healthy Blue 
 Compass Marketing & Advertising Partners 
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My Dental Care Passport II + 

For users: This passport is unique to you . Please fill out all information that you 
think is important. 

For my dentist or healthcare provider: This is key reading for all staff working 
with me. It gives important information about how I can be supported when 
visiting your clinic. This passport shou ld be kept visible and used when you talk 
to me or have a question about me. 

Please check the box that applies: 
□ I completed this form myself □ I completed this form with help from 

someone else 

This form was completed w ith help from: 
Name: 
Phone: 
E-mai l: 

BABOUTME 
My name is: 
I like to be cal led: 
Nickname if you have one. 

    

  

   
 

    
   

 
 

  

Goal 1: Expand My Dental Care Passport utilization to increase successful dental visits for 
people with IDD and autism 

 Enhance My Dental Care Passport & 
user guides 
 Improve the Passport content 
 Ensure accessibility 

 Build outreach campaign to promote to 
people with disabilities, dental offices, 
and IDD service providers 
 Identify touch points for target populations 
 Develop messages 

 Launch and evaluate campaign 
 Media campaign 
 Evaluate and explore sustainability 



 My Dental Care Passport 

http://www.oralhealthkansas 
.org/DentalPassport.html 

OR 

https://www.youtube.com/w 
atch?v=XOooeIU-RDM 

http://www.oralhealthkansas.org/DentalPassport.html
http://www.oralhealthkansas.org/DentalPassport.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XOooeIU-RDM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XOooeIU-RDM


+· 
My Dental Care Passport" • 

1-0.r u-1hi1 pa~ort Is. uniq,..t' t o )'Ou. PJYSe •fi I o.uta iiniformlrtion lhat you 
, Ink is. imporlm. 

!"cu ffl !J' tht or ~tl}ioN! pl'OV1~ Tili! ey re ding fot alhtaJf working 
wi1h me. It gi'tlt'!'.I: ii'npc.rtant lnfofl'fll!tiion about how I (.!li'I be or ed ;,;, M 
vi ing'l!oo:t d i ·e. Thlis panpo.rUhould e, kept liisib1e, d used whM you 111 
to me or hawe a IJIMliQ.n abOillrt me.. 

19se• ,thitdc the bo!IC ihat appli.<!!!i: 
:J II mmpleted 1hii! form i'l'.tf&elf :J I =pf,e,ted lhii! form 'lath lhe,lp ft,om 

.so.fill!!Oi!le I!! 

11ihi!II form WH tt>mp'I~ ·with help fttim: 
Nllrne,.: 
l'tione: 
E-ma·I: 

BABOUTME 
Mynaim,els: 
I • e to becalled:I 

I nall"Jf' )':JU ha\'f! fl!M! . 

Ill, m: □ Mille □ F'emllle, :J lif.!li'l!.'gendet Mllle- :J Tr.lnsg;ende,r fet'fl81e-
□ Vari t1Non-conformln9 :J No.t 1· led __ _ 

i!d pronoun 1is: 
:J They D ze :J No.t IQed____ □ No. pre'f'eren.:e 

Wh1t111t Ill live ght now: 
c.,,,,., .-....-J.-. ./" o-i'iil\,__..-..141 L.--- ;..'I;-•...,_ , _.,., 1-1,.,,__,_.. ~ _..,,(......,J,.,~.>L--.-. 

0 
~ COMMUNICATION 
~&BEHAVIOR 
Ways that I pre&r to commun :cate wit't. peopfe: 
Check. all that apply. 
□ Talk to me directly. 
□ Give me time to process the questions. 
□ I ha,e a s:peec-h impairment and can be dlfffcult to unrlerstand. 
□ It takes time to form my words so ple-'!se be pal~nt. 
□ Other: _______________ _ 

I communicate using: 
for example: speech, preferred 'language, sign language. rnmmunication devic.es or aids, 
pKtutes, noo-verbal sounds. Also slate ,f e,1ta llme&Jpport iS needed. 

He:re are vl:sua or verbal (llfC!S that Vlltll be ,meful to, know about me: 

Here- are the ways I communk ate :some things~ 
Wonled; scared; angry: 
Yes; Okay: I u ndeistand: 
No; I do not undi.rstand: 
Otl'iet: ______ _ 

On man da,s, I WOUild d@m'i l>I! myg@lf .1!: 
Check. all that apply_ 
□ Happy □ Quiel □ Nervous D Other: 
0 Sleepy :::J Loud D Angry 

These are the things I do sometimes tihat may be hard or dangerous: 
For example: limb movements lhat ma\' suike your hand when hold111g a dental tool 

these are some t hings that can he. p me relax: 
Ched:. all that apply. 
O Earphones to block out noise 
□ £ye coveB to block light and activities 
D An object that helps me feel relaxedJsecu~ 

F« e.,;ampl£>. fidget spinner. soo..itnv fl.lank.et 
D Otht!r: _______________ _ 

Fi SENSITIVITIES 
Thecse are• some things ·that <an upsK me-: 
Ched all that apply. 
□ Smell - office. p«fume. colog.ne 
O Sounds - music, drill, phones, 110,ces, clock 
□ S,ght - lights, o,erhead arm, minors, shiny tools 
□ PositioM-chalr ht! ig.ht and tilt, being ·still," lying. flat 
□ ao~ness - people, water, light. x-ra\' machine 
□ Touch/Temp - gloves, alr, gauze, water, suctlon, room/water ~mperature. 

tooth bl'lJshing 
□ Ti.xture - toothpaste, gauze, c-otton, metal 
□ Pressure - seeking or aversion 
□ Taste - gloves. tooth paste. fluoride 

Passport Excerpts 
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-My Dental Care Passport 
Tips and Tricks for Passport Users and their Families and Caregivers 

Por my denth1 • hulthtate ~ Thd k key re~ fo, •I ,Uiff WCRJng 
Wfth me. It gr,,ti lmpOfUnl lnlonnation .about howl CM't be~»dwhlf'I 
-.tlf'l9'°"'di,,.lc.Thit~~bek~""'IMf-M'lduwclwhen~t,1c 
IOfMOf~41quHh)l'lat.ftrM.. 

This fon'A - compl,te.d .tth hllp fr-: 

,__ --
BABOUTME 
U,MftW:ls: 
1a. 10 be ailed.I 
MdNr'nelto"l\a,,.°""" 

1am: MMe fflN6e r,~,.,.. Tninlgend,H~ 
V~-o,nforffllng Hal lee.ct__ 

MJprafWNd~ls: 
□ He- O h :J They 'J Ze 'J Nallated_ O Nopr.ter.,_ 

Wllh-.llhel'loht-. 

My Dental Care Passport is designed to 

help people with Intellectual and 
Development Disabilities voice their 
individual needs. 

Use of the Passport can: 
Improve the dental team-patient 
relationship 

• Allow you to best prepare for an 
appointment before an individual 
even enters the office 

• Save time and resources 
• Increase the chance of a successful 

visit 

You can download the Passport: or scan 
Available in English and Spanish: 

www.oralhealthkansas.org/DentalPassport.html the QR 

United•aetna· •
Healthcare· 

" lll~ RAL HfALTH KANSAS KanCare Aetna Better Health" sunflower 
Community Plan of Kansas health plan 

HOW TO USE IT? 
1) Share the Passport with the patient 
before their first appointment. This can 
be done via e-mail, mail, QR code- please 
select a method that suits both your 
office and the patient. Advise the 
patient/family/caregiver to complete the 
document and return it to you before the 
day of their visit. 

2) All members of staff who will interact 
with the patient should read the 
document prior to the individual 
attending the appointment. This may 
include the dentist, hygienist, dental 
assistants and reception team. 

code 

3) Discuss the appointment as a 
team, develop an appointment 
plan, and make necessary 
adjustments to the office 
environment. 

4) When the patient arrives, review 
the Passport together and attach 
the document to the patient 
records. 

5) Before the patient's next visit, 
review 'My Dental Care Passport'. 

www.oralhealthkansas.org/DentalPassport.html
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My Dental Care Passport Resources 

http://www.oralhealthkansas.org/DentalPassport.html 

1) My Dental Care Passport – 
English, Spanish and out of state 
2) Consumer Help Sheet 
3) Provider Help Sheet 
4) Dental Passport Video 

http://www.oralhealthkansas.org/DentalPassport.html


     
 

  
 

    

 
    

 
 

 
  

     
 

  
 

   
  

 

 
 

  
 

  

Goal 2: Enhance access to educational resources and at home supports for people with 
disabilities, families/caregivers, and providers 

 Create and promote educational tools for 
people with disabilities and 
families/caregivers 
 Create short videos about toothbrushing and using 

adaptive aids 
 Promote and provide in-person Feeling 

Good About Your Smile training events for 
people with disabilities 
 Review content, provide training, evaluate 

 Create and execute educational programs 
for dental professionals and their teams 
 Launch a new Project ECHO series for dental teams 
 Explore a hub training model for dentists 

 Create and execute educational 
programs for KanCare MCO care 
coordinators 
 Develop educational information about 

Medicaid dental coverage for people with 
disabilities 

 Create educational programming for 
medical providers and healthcare 
students about the unique oral health 
needs of people with disabilities 
 Create a micro-lecture for healthcare students 
 Create educational materials and plan to 

promote them 
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CHANGING IT UP: 
How to modify your 
brushing1routine when 
your body just won't 
cooperate 

~-·cal l imi ·ons, taki ,91prop,er care a your 
teeth ,can sometimes feel l i'k.e it is not w-orth me e ort. 
But wa'it ... dfd you lrnO\v at problems. in your ma th 
can lead to heahh issues ran,g·ng uom ann.oyingi t,a 

serious? And that peD'jl :e with disabilitia are mor,e 

likel~ to experience dental [Problem~'? Lucki ly, b shing 

!,'Otlr teeth d.a ily ~an help yo stay healt hy. When body 
mo'iemerru are l irn· ed, too hbrushlng can be t oughc 

That~ th!,' we pt.il togethe,r thes.e dea~ ·to he . 

RESOURCES 
for Adaptive Aids 
A healthy mouth helps keep your body healthy. People who brush their teeth 

have fewer dental problems. The products and sellers shown are only example 

endorsement. Finding a tool that helps you keep your mouth (and teeth) clea 

towards a healthier life. 

ACCESSIBLE 
ORAL HEALTH 

12:023 ECHO: 
BUILIDING CONFIDENCE IN 
SERVING PEQ,PLE WITH 
DISABILITIES 

Specialty Toothbrushes 
----===;;;., 

Name Description -
1. Coll is Curve Bristles reach inside, outside and 

biting surfaces at the same time 1111 12:00 -
2. Surround 3 bristle pads to efficiently clean al l 

surfaces at the same t ime 

3. DexTBrush Reaches all surfaces of teeth and www.amazon.com 
includes tongue cleaner 

4. Toothbrush with Connects directly to standard suction www.rehabmart.com 
suction tubing to more easily suck out the spit 

and other solutions from mouth 

October 19 - November 16, 2023 

1:00 PM CST 

www.rehabmart.com
www.amazon.com


     
   

 

 
 

 

A N O  R  A  L  H E  A LT  H  L  E  A  R  N I N G  S E  S S I  O  N  
F O  R  P E  O  P L  E  W  I  T H  D  I  S  A  B  I  L  I  T  I  E  S  

Feeling Good 
about Your Smile 

• 90 minutes 
• Hands on Activities 

– Acid attack experiment 
– Choosing healthy snacks 
– Finding food and germs 
– Applying the right 

amount of toothpaste 
– Brushing teeth 
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Goal 3: Develop and launch a campaign to increase the number of dental providers who 
are enrolled in Medicaid and providing care for people with disabilities 

 Develop a Medicaid Dental Facilitator  Explore with the KanCare MCOs to 
program based on a model created in design an incentive package for 
Missouri providers 
 Hire and train a new staff member to recruit 

and provide technical assistance to dental 
offices to be Medicaid providers for people with 
disabilities 

 Create and launch media campaign to 
recruit more dentists to be Medicaid 
providers who treat people with 
disabilities 
 Develop key messages 
 Implement and evaluate advertising campaign 
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Improvements in Kansas Medicaid dental coverage 

2019-2020 2022 2024 
Rate increases on Dental coverage Preventive dental 
preventive & diagnostic 
services as well as 
fillings 
$6.0 million 2021 

ADA Health Policy 

extended to adults: 
fillings, crowns, 
periodontal care, & 
Silver Diamine Fluoride 
$3.5 million 

2023 
Denture 

coverage added for 
to adults: exams,   x-
rays, & cleanings 
$4.8 million 

Institute Cost-Benefit coverage added 
Study for Kansas for adults 

$1.2 million 

$15.5 million added to the Kansas Medicaid dental program in five years. 
Visit Oral Health Kansas’ Medicaid adult dental benefit webpage to learn 

more and find fact sheets for consumers and providers 
http://oralhealthkansas.org/MedicaidAdultDentalBenefits.html 

http://oralhealthkansas.org/MedicaidAdultDentalBenefits.html
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L HEALTH KANSAS 

lhlom e "'Who We .Are "'Advocacy "'lnitiatiives • Resou rces IFindi11g A Dentist l•MtfiBI 

Consumer and Provider 
Resources for 
Medicaid Adult 
Dental Benefits 
Click here for 1more information 

 http://oralhealthkansas.org/MedicaidAdultDentalBenefits.html 

http://oralhealthkansas.org/MedicaidAdultDentalBenefits.html


Medicaid dental benefits 

[:rJ Pregnant women 

[:r) Older adults 

r7I People with 

L!J disabilities 

    

Introductory Video 

http://oralhealthkansas.org/AdultMedicaid/oral%20health%20kansas-final.mp4 or YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JLGFrjhj4gw 

http://oralhealthkansas.org/AdultMedicaid/oral%20health%20kansas-final.mp4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JLGFrjhj4gw
http://oralhealthkansas.org/AdultMedicaid/oral%20health%20kansas-final.mp4
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For Consum,ers 

■ IFre~uently: Asked Questions, iinclludiing 

who is eligible and what services are 

covered 

■ Download this flyer to learn what 

dental services are covered and how 

to find a provider and transportatiion to 

appointments . 

Adult Medicaid Benefits IFIY-er - IEngllislh 

Adult Medicaid Benefits IFIY-er -

SP-•anish 

  

Consumer Resources 

• Frequently Asked Questions 
• One-page overview of the benefits 

in English and Spanish 
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For Prav'iders 

■ Freg uent ly .Asked Quest ions. 

including who is eligible and how a 

practi ce can understand t e needs 

of Med ica id consumers. 

■ Enroll to become a Med ica id 

provider. 

■ List of codes covered in t 1e new 

be efit and t ile rat es fo r each. 

■ Dr. AaIr,on B,uma1nn. Kansas City, Missouri, pediatric dentist shares 

yt 1s and facts a bout being a Medicaid dental provider in this v ideo. 

  
 

 
  

Provider Resources 

• Frequently Asked Questions 
• Link to enroll as a provider 
• List of all covered codes and rates 
• Video interview about the value and 

importance of being a Medicaid 
provider 



the QR code 

arr cl~ck herre to 
sign up forr ouir 

Weekly_ 
Wednesday_ 

UP-date. 

ORAL HEALTH KANSAS 
ADVOCACY• PUBLIC AWARENESS• EDUCATION 

  
 

Tanya Dorf Brunner, Executive Director 
tdorf@oralhealthkansas.org 

www.oralhealthkansas.org 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?ref=logo
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?ref=logo
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?ref=logo
http://www.oralhealthkansas.org/
mailto:tdorf@oralhealthkansas.org
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